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BILLINGS MAN IS SIXTH UM STUDENT 
TO WIN $20,000 TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP
MISSOULA—
William Mercer, Billings, has become the sixth University of Montana student 
to win a $20,000 Truman Scholarship since Congress instituted the award eight 
years ago.
Mercer will receive the scholarship at a ceremony May 13 at the Truman Library 
in Independence, Mo. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Mercer of Billings, will 
go to Independence with him.
The scholarship provides $5,000 a year for four years, including two years 
of graduate study. It is given annually on the basis of scholarship, leadership 
potential and commitment to a career in government to a student in each state 
who will enter the junior year in college the following autumn. Fifty at-large 
winners are also selected.
Mercer, who majors in pre-law and political science, is chairman of the 
Legislative Committee of the Associated Students of the University, president of 
Alpha Lambda Delta scholastic honorary and vice president of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
fraternity. He holds the $2,000 Van Bremer Trust Fund Scholarship, for 1983-84.
A 1982 graduate and a former student body president of Billings West High 
School, Mercer was Boys' State governor and a delegate to Boys' Nation when he 
was a high school senior. He was one of the state's two recipients of the Shell 
Oil Century III Leadership Award in 1982.
Mercer plans to complete his undergraduate degree at UM and, after graduate 
study in a different part of the country, return to UM to attend law school.
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Mercer is intrigued by the political process, and he plans a career in public 
service, perhaps as an elected official.
"I love Montana and intend to live here," he said. "I want to be involved 
in the stewardship of the land and the responsible utilization and development 
of the state's natural resources, including energy."
Mercer said he is indebted to many for help and support along the way to 
the Truman Scholarship, especially senior federal Judge William Jameson, Billings; 
Billings West High educators Patrick Evans and Jean Tlustos; and UM political 
science professors Tom Payne and James Lopach.
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